
Pittsburgh, PA

June 16, 2024
3:29 PM

National Weather Service

Prolonged Record Breaking June Heat
For Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, and Northern West Virginia

Decision Support Briefing #3
➔ As of 3 PM Sunday June 15, 2024

What Has Changed? 
➔ An Excessive Heat Watch continues 

to remain in effect Monday through 
Friday. Watch upgrade decisions will 
likely come in the next 12-24 hours.
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Main Points
Rare Excessive Heat Wave In June

Hazard Impacts Location Timing

Heat
Near certainty (99%) in a prolonged 
heat wave that could lead to heat 

illness and heat stress for those who 
don’t have places to cool down 

during the day AND at night

Areawide. Highest values 
will be in urban areas

Monday through at least 
Saturday

The following slides are a new experimental Heat Risk map which includes a color-numeric index that provides a forecast risk 
of heat-related impacts over a 24-hour period. 

This map takes into consideration the following:

● How unusual the heat is for the time of the year
● The duration of the heat including both daytime and nighttime temperatures
● If those temperatures pose an elevated risk of heat-related impacts based on data from the CDC

This index is supplementary to official NWS heat products and is meant to provide risk guidance for those decision makers and 
heat-sensitive populations who need to take actions at levels that may be below current NWS heat product levels.
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Heat Risk: June 17th - June 18th 
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MODERATE: This level of heat affects most individuals sensitive to heat, especially those without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. 
Impacts POSSIBLE in some health systems and in heat-sensitve industries. 
MAJOR: This level of heat affects anyone without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in some health systems, 
heat-sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
Extreme: This level of rare and/or long duration extreme heat with little to no overnight relief affects anyone without effective cooling and/or 
adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in most health systems, heat sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
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Heat Risk: June 19th - June 20th 
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MODERATE: This level of heat affects most individuals sensitive to heat, especially those without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. 
Impacts POSSIBLE in some health systems and in heat-sensitve industries. 
MAJOR: This level of heat affects anyone without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in some health systems, 
heat-sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
Extreme: This level of rare and/or long duration extreme heat with little to no overnight relief affects anyone without effective cooling and/or 
adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in most health systems, heat sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
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Heat Risk: June 21st
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MODERATE: This level of heat affects most individuals sensitive to heat, especially those without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. 
Impacts POSSIBLE in some health systems and in heat-sensitve industries. 
MAJOR: This level of heat affects anyone without effective cooling and/or adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in some health systems, 
heat-sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
Extreme: This level of rare and/or long duration extreme heat with little to no overnight relief affects anyone without effective cooling and/or 
adequate hydration. Impacts LIKELY in most health systems, heat sensitive industries and infrastructure. 
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High Temperatures / Peak Heat Index Values 
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Overnight Low Temperatures 
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Heat Safety Information


